Conservation of weight can be defined as the ability to affirm that the weight of an object remains invariant during the transformations of the form of the object. It is known to be achieved at a conceptual level at about 9 years of age. The behavior of infants seems to indicate that between 6 and 18 months of age they develop a sensorimotor form of conservation.
Introduction
Piaget (1937, 1941a, 1967) has described the development of the concept of conservation in children between 4 and 14 years of age. At the beginning of this period children are incapable of affirming that the volume, weight or substance of an object is independent of its arrangement in space. If such a child is shown two identical balls of plasticine, he will agree that there is the same amount in each and that they weigh the same. If one ball is then rolled out into a sausage shape, with the child watching the transformation, the child will typically say that there is more plasticine in the sausage than in the remaining ball and that the sausage will weigh more than the ball because it is longer or that there is less plasticine and the sausage will weigh less because it is thinner. The child does not realize that weight, volume and substance are invariant under transformation of shape. At the end of this stage of development, children are aware of this invariance during transformations.
These acquisitions originate in the sensorimotor behavior of the baby. The baby elaborates through his actions what the child between 4 and 10 years elaborates by means of his thought processes (Piaget, 1937 (Piaget, , 1941a (Piaget, , 1967 . Consequently, it is important to study the way in which this construction is effected at these more fundamental levels (Mounoud, 1971 (Mounoud, ,1973 .
